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Vanderbilt Student Government
Indigenous Peoples Day and Land Recognition Bill
Resolution S: 19-20-2
Proposed by: Vanderbilt American Indian Science and Engineering Society (VAISES) President McKalee Steen, Native Americans in Tennessee Interacting at Vanderbilt (NATIVe) President Tamee Livermont, Speaker of the Senate Sean Swinford, President Frances Burton
Cosponsored by: Vice President Veer Shah, Chief of Staff Julianna Hernandez Branscomb Senator Hannah Bruns, Moore College Senator Syed Rahman, Off-Campus Senator Ellie Ward
We, the elected representatives of the Vanderbilt Student Body, hereby enact the following: 
WHEREAS, peer institutions of Vanderbilt University - including Harvard University
, Stanford University
 
 
, Cornell University
, Columbia University
, Yale University
 and Brown University
  - have demonstrated commitments to including land acknowledgment statements and/or recognizing Indigenous Peoples’ Day; and,
WHEREAS, the recognition of Indigenous Peoples’ Day and the inclusion of land acknowledgment statements align with Vanderbilt University’s values of cultural awareness, diversity, inclusivity, and compassion
; and,
WHEREAS, in order to help close the equity gap between students on campuses, institutions should change their policies to better reflect experiences, culture, history, and contributions of the people they serve; and,
WHEREAS, recognizing Indigenous Peoples day combats the revisionist history of this country and the current marginalization of indigenous peoples today; and,
WHEREAS, the cities of Nashville, Tennessee, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Cambridge, Massachusetts, St. Paul Minnesota, Portland, Oregon, Seattle, Washington; the states of Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, Minnesota, Vermont, Nevada, Maine
; among others have recognized Indigenous Peoples Day; and,

WHEREAS, Vanderbilt University lies on the ancestral lands of the Cherokee and Shawnee people
; and,

WHEREAS, Nashville, Tennessee the home city of Vanderbilt University was a part of the trail of tears during the 1830 Indian Removal Act
 
; and,

WHEREAS, as a result of the forced removal of Indigenous peoples from their homelands, historical traumas continue to impact these communities and contribute to rampant disparities throughout Native populations across America
; and,

WHEREAS, land acknowledgment statements are a way to insert awareness of Indigenous presence in everyday life and should be a meaningful practice with appreciation and gratitude to the original inhabitants and their sacrifices made for the land and are “transformative acts that … undo Indigenous erasure”
; therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Vanderbilt Student Body recognizes Indigenous Peoples Day on the second Monday of October of every year and calls on Vanderbilt Administration to formally recognize this day as well; and,
BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED THAT, Vanderbilt Student Government affirms its support for the following land acknowledgment statement: 

“We collectively acknowledge that Vanderbilt University occupies the ancestral and traditional Lands of the Cherokee and Shawnee peoples. Today, the Cherokee and Shawnee people have nation boundaries in Oklahoma, after the Indian Removal Act of 1830 led to the forced removal of southern tribes west of the Mississippi River. In particular, the University resides on Land ceded on November 8, 1795 in the Treaty of Hopewell.  We recognize, support, and advocate for the Indigenous individuals and communities who live here now, and for those forcibly removed from their Homelands. By offering this Land Acknowledgement, we affirm Indigenous sovereignty and will work to hold Vanderbilt University more accountable to the needs of American Indian and Indigenous peoples.” 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, VSG recommends that its members include the aforementioned statement in their email signature and that this statement is read at the beginning of VSG events; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, VSG urges Administration to affirm university support of a land acknowledgment statement and make a commitment to read this statement before significant university events such as Commencement, Chancellor Lecture Series, Impact Series, Founders Walk, and Honor Code Signing.
  Signed by the Speaker of the Senate,
            Signed by the Student Body President,

  ______________________________

______________________________
          Speaker Sean Swinford                                                President Frances Burton
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