


VANDERBILT STUDENT GOVERNMENT
RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE VSG STUDENT CENTER PROPOSAL

[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLUTION: 18-19-45

PROPOSED BY: PRESIDENT TARIQ ISSA, CAMPUS LIFE COMMITTEE CHAIR JONATHAN SEGAL, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT JULIANNA HERNANDEZ

COSPONSORED BY: SPEAKER OF THE SENATE SEAN SWINFORD, VICE PRESIDENT LANIER LANGDALE, CHIEF OF STAFF PHYLLIS DOREMUS, PRESIDENT-ELECT FRANCES BURTON, VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT VEER SHAH, PEABODY COLLEGE SENATOR KATHERINE PETOSA, BRANSCOMB SENATOR JOSHUA ALLEN, E. BRONSON INGRAM SENATOR CHRIS MARCUS, MOORE COLLEGE SENATOR SYED RAHMAN

We, the elected representatives of the Vanderbilt Student Body, hereby enact the following:

WHEREAS, Vanderbilt University is currently in the midst of FutureVU, a guiding framework transforming the development of Vanderbilt’s campus over the next 20-30 years in a manner that supports Vanderbilt’s academic strategic plan; and,

WHEREAS, Vanderbilt lacks a student center that aligns with its institutional goals and is conducive to bringing students from different backgrounds together; and,

WHEREAS, student centers play a vital role in attracting prospective students to a university community, and Sarratt|Rand is no longer competitive with the student centers at the vast majority of Vanderbilt’s peer institutions; and,

WHEREAS, VSG has previously advocated for the relocation and rebuilding of Sarratt|Rand in the FutureVU Proposal[footnoteRef:1] that was endorsed by the VSG Senate in the 2016-2017 academic year; and, [1:  https://www.vanderbilt.edu/futurevu/VSGFutureVUProposal.pdf] 


WHEREAS, the transition to a fully residential college system is creating a greater demand and need for a centralized community space to serve as a home for all future student services and to centrally bring together the student body; and,

WHEREAS, Student Body President Tariq Issa has worked with other VSG members and the Residential & Student Spaces Committee to create a formal proposal calling for a new student center using input from undergraduate students collected through feedback sessions and online submissions; and,

WHEREAS, the “VSG Student Center Proposal” has been approved  by many VSG members and has been vetted by administration and other student leaders representing different communities; and,

WHEREAS, it is Vanderbilt Student Government’s responsibility to represent the interests of the undergraduate population especially in regard to student space; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Vanderbilt Student Government Senate endorses the “VSG Student Center Proposal”; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Senate urges recommendations listed within the document are taken into serious consideration and serve as a foundation for VSG’s positioning in future conversations regarding the need for a new student center as Vanderbilt University moves forward with the execution of the FutureVU plan; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, VSG recommends that the Board of Trust hire a consulting firm to draw conclusions from data analysis in order to establish a concrete plan for a new student center and that the Board of Trust include a new student center in its fundraising goals during the next capital campaign.



Signed by the Speaker of the Senate, 			Signed by the Student Body President, 

_____________________________			_____________________________
Speaker Sean Swinford				President Tariq Issa
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