CONSTITUTION OF VANDERBILT COLLEGE DEMOCRATS

Article I:  Name and Purpose of the Organization

Section 1
The official name of this organization shall be “Vanderbilt College Democrats.” Official nicknames include but are not limited to “Vandy Dems” and “VCD.”
Section 2
The purposes of this organization are as follows:



a) To represent the ideals and goals of the Democratic Party on the campus of Vanderbilt University.


b) To provide a political, social, and organizational forum for all Vanderbilt students, faculty members, and workers that identify with the Democratic Party.


c) To facilitate the process of political dialogue on campus, so that all members of the Vanderbilt community, regardless of political persuasion, take an activist-oriented approach towards the future of their respective communities.

Article II:  Membership and the Student Body
Section 1
Vanderbilt College Democrats will define membership on the basis of Anchor Link membership. A “member” is someone who is member the official Anchor Link roster. 
Section 2
All members of the Vanderbilt community are welcome to any official Vanderbilt College Democrats function.  An official function is defined as an event advertised by any means to any member of the Vanderbilt community beyond the organization’s officers.

Section 3
The board may at any time decide that a small annual due is necessary, with the agreement of all board members. In this case, a list of “dues-paying members” shall be kept independently of the Anchor Link roster, in order to ensure they receive the benefits guaranteed to them by their payment.

Section 4
Except in the event that an annual due is instituted, Vanderbilt College Democrats members will pay a fee only for:

a) Official functions requiring an admission ticket,

b) Free and fair business or merchandise transactions between the participant and the organization.

Article III:  Officers and Leadership
Section 1
The Executive Board of Vanderbilt College Democrats shall be composed of individuals holding the following positions and fulfilling the following basic responsibilities:

a) President:  The chief decision-maker of the organization, responsible for convening other officers when necessary and ensuring adherence to this constitution for all matters.  Any and all procedural and organizational by-laws not stipulated in this constitution shall rest at the discretion of the President.
b) VP Membership: Responsibilities include:
i. Upkeep of the organization’s membership outreach methods.
ii. Maintaining all online activity of the organization, including Anchor Link, Facebook, Twitter, etc.

iii. Creating a plan to recruit new members in order to encourage Democratic Party affiliation on campus
iv. Planning social events, such as debate watch parties, in order to increase bonding between members.

b. VP Operations: Responsibilities include:

i. Advertising organization events, including, but not limited to, the design and distribution of posters and fliers, as well as online publicity.
ii. Assisting with the design and implementation of any general organization publicity or paraphernalia, such as t-shirts or banners.
iii. Reserving rooms, ordering catering, and other common meeting arrangements.

c) VP Political Affairs:  Responsibilities include: 
i. Recruiting speakers all of kinds to inform the chapter about various political issues affecting the Democratic Party.

ii. Interacting with and maintaining good standing among all campus organizations. 
iii. Interacting with and maintaining good standing among all relevant community, state, and national organizations.
iv. Arranging regular debates with other student organizations, including recruiting debaters, 
v. Maintaining interactions between Vanderbilt College Democrats and campus or community media.
d) VP Finance: Responsibilities include: 

i. Maintaining the financial records and applying for AcFee funding.

ii. Executing the financial transactions of the organization.

iii. Keeping minutes at each Executive Board meeting and General Body Meeting.
iv. Fundraising, particularly from community organizations and from alumni, in order to pay for aspects of membership not covered by AcFee funding.

Section 2
All other officer responsibilities are at the discretion of the President.
Section 3
All positions may be held by two (2) individuals simultaneously if candidates choose to run together at the annual elections.
Section 4
Starting one month after his or her election, an officer may be removed at the discretion of the other officers for not fulfilling his or her explicit responsibilities.  The other officers must meet in person to remove the officer in question, and all other officers consent to the removal.  The President must convene this meeting and be present for all votes or indications of consent.

Section 5
In the case of removal of the President, all other officers must meet of their own volition, with all voting for the removal of the President.  Signatures from every officer present for this vote must be presented to the President upon his or her request.

Section 6
In the event of an officer’s resignation, incapacitation, or removal, the President may select a replacement through whatever means he or she deems necessary.

Section 7
In the event of the President’s resignation, incapacitation, or removal, the remaining officers shall convene within two (2) weeks time to elect an existing officer to serve as President.

Section 8
All officers automatically forfeit their position if they fail to meet the following standards:



a) All undergraduate student officers must be in good academic standing with the University.


b) All graduate student officers must be working towards the earning of at least three (3) credit hours in each semester during their term of service.

Section 9
The President and Vice Presidents may give Chair status to members of the organization at their own discretion. Chairs are not considered officers within the organization and are given specific leadership responsibilities as outlined at the time of appointment.
Section 10 
All members of the Executive Board are encouraged to pursue active involvement in the College Democrats of Tennessee (CDTN), including running for office in that organization.
Article IV:  Elections
Section 1
Vanderbilt College Democrats shall hold organizational elections once per calendar year.  The election must take place at some point between the dates of March 20th and April 20th, except in cases of extreme emergency.

Section 2
Officer elections must be advertised to the Vanderbilt community through all normal and reasonable methods.  

Section 3
Nominations may be made to the President before the day of voting, or during a brief nomination period on the day the elections are held.  All positions must be filled by an individual whose name was present on the nomination list for that particular office. Persons may be nominated for and run for multiple offices, but must serve in the first they are elected to.

Section 4
Eligible nominees include any Vanderbilt student who has attended at least one (1) official function of Vanderbilt College Democrats in the year prior to the election of new officers.  

Section 5
All proceedings during the election must be directed by a participant not running for office, acting in full compliance with the guidelines stipulated in this constitution.  

Section 6
The winner of every office must be elected with at least 50% of the vote.  Where necessary, runoff elections shall be held to produce a majority vote.

Section 7
Any and all election-related disputes will be settled by the parties involved, as well as the organization’s Faculty Advisor.  

Section 8
Members eligible to vote in the annual elections are members who have attended at least one organization meeting or who have attended at least one event as a member of the organization.  In order to vote, members must also owe no outstanding dues or fees to the organization.
Article V:  The Faculty Advisor
Section 1
The officers shall select a Faculty Advisor for the organization upon their election, choosing to either select a new advisor or maintain the current one.

Section 2
The individual chosen as Faculty Advisor must be a professor employed by Vanderbilt University.

Section 3
At the conclusion of each academic semester, the President of the organization shall submit a brief report to the Faculty Advisor summarizing the activities and financial status of the organization.  

Section 4
The Faculty Advisor has the explicit right to attend any Vanderbilt College Democrats function, including officer’s meetings upon his or her request.

Section 5
The Faculty Advisor must be included in all regular communication and advertisement to the Vanderbilt community.

Article VI:  Amending the Constitution
Section 1
If seen fit, currently serving officers can amend this constitution.  Any officer may propose amendments, and all serving officers must be in agreement about the proposed amendment to the constitution.
Article VII:  Other Obligations of the Organization
Section 1
Newly elected officers shall, immediately upon their election, work to reserve a booth for the annual Student Involvement Fair in the coming semester.

Section 2
Vanderbilt College Democrats must hold at least two (2) official functions each semester.  In addition, at least one official function must be held at the beginning of the fall semester, no sooner than one week and no later than four weeks after the beginning of classes.  

Section 3
All necessary organizational materials, financial materials, and contacts of the organization shall be passed from outgoing to incoming officers no later than the last day of classes for that semester.
Section 4
Should Vanderbilt College Democrats cease to exist for any reason, all material and financial assets should be immediately donated to the Office of Student Activities for use in future campus programming.  

Section 5
The organization shall adhere to all other rules and regulations as put forth by the College Democrats of America and the Office of Student Conduct.
